O Basic Function of the Heart
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* In Medicine’s 10 Greatest Discoveries, William Harvey’s
discovery of the function of the heart and the circulation of
blood was the greatest medical discovery of all time. Not
only did it initiate the field of physiology, but it also
Introduced the principle of experimentation in medicine.
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* The heart has played an important role in understanding
the body since antiquity.

* In the fourth century B. C., the Greek philosopher Aristotle
identified the heart as the most important organ of the body,
the first to form according to his observations of chick
embryos.

* |t was the seat of intelligence, motion, and sensation -- a
hot, dry organ. Aristotle described it as a three-chambered
organ that was the center of vitality in the body. Other
organs surrounding it (e.g. brain and lungs) simply existed
to cool the heart.
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Educating the mind
without educating
the heart is no
education at all.

~ Aristotle




The Heart Muscle

* The heart is the most important muscle In
* You cannot live without a heart.




Amazing Facts
About the Human Heart

* The heart is about the same size as your fist.
. The heart beats on average 70 tlmes per mlnute 4 200




More Amazing Facts
About the Human Heart

* |t takes about 20 seconds to pump blood to every cell in




Responsibilities of the Heart

* The heart is responsible for two things:
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More About the Heart Muscle

* The heart is an involuntary muscle.




Parts of the Heart
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Parts of the Heart

 The heart has four different hollow areas called




Parts of the Heart

« The two chambers on top are called the atria. The atria are the
chambers that fill with blood.




Parts of the Heart

* The atria, ventricles, and valves work together to pump
blood.




The Cycle of the Heart




The Cycle of the Heart

 The cells create carbon dioxide and other wastes that




The Cycle of the Heart

 Then the blood, with its load of carbon dioxide, retrnto right side
of the heart.




Blood Vessels

* The heart uses a network of tubes to get blood throughout
the body.




The Heart Beat

* When you go to visit the doctor, the doctor uses a stethoscope to listen
to your heart.




Your Pulse

* You can feel your heart beating in several different areas
of the body.




Keep Your Heart in Shape

* Most children are born with a healthy heart.




