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As we approach the end of our Big History journey, we would like you to apply the “big history 

approach” to examine an everyday-life object. This is what we call “the Little Big History”. As 

defined by the founder of this course, Professor David Christian, the Little Big History has the 

following criteria: 

1. Like all histories, it records changes over time. 

2. Unlike many histories, your chronological account must include at least one time period, 

event, or piece of evidence dating from before the evolution of human. 

3. Since Big History uses an interdisciplinary approach to knowledge, your Little Big 

History should include knowledge from at least two disciplines. 
 

The Group task 

1. Form a group of 3 to 4 students. 

2. Choose an everyday-life object that all of you will be interested in. Pit fall: pop cultural 

phenomena may be a difficult topic, as they may not have any pre-human history. On the 

other hand, you cannot choose an object no longer existing nowadays,e.g.living 

dinosaurs. 

3. Find out everything you can about your object. For examples: How long have people been 

using X? Where and how did it originate? How has it or its use changed over time? How 

have different people used it? What were the major changes in its form and use? How does 

this object of study fit within the concept of thresholds of increasing complexity? 

4. Make connections of your chosen object with at least 4 of the Big History thresholds. You 

must connect with at least one threshold from the pre-human period and at least one 

threshold from the post-human period. 

5. Your group will give a 15-minute oral presentation on the “Little Big History” of your chosen 

object, followed by a 5-minute Q&A session (20 minutes in total per group). 

 

References 
Your presentation should include at least five references from appropriate sources, such as journals 

or newspaper articles. Online sources are equally acceptable as books, so long as they are 

trustworthy. Websites like Wikipedia or william.com, therefore, should be not cited as your sources. 

 

References should be properly included whenever you refer to others’ ideas and opinions. They are 

also important in enhancing the credibility of your arguments, by showing the readers that your 

arguments are based on evidences and facts from reliable sources. You can choose your own style of 

referencing so long as an interested reader should be able to locate the references you provide. 

Please put the references on the same PowerPoint slide where they are quoted for easy 

identification, instead of putting all the references on the last PowerPoint slide. 

 

Weight and Assessment Criteria 

This project will count for 30% of the final course mark. Your group presentation will be assessed 

based on the contents, and the quality of the presentation (including timing). You may refer to the 

corresponding document for more details about the marking descriptors. 


